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                                                  Section 1:  Introduction

High school seniors are nearing the completion of 12 years of education. They have taken a variety of courses and developed an assortment of skills during those years.

The senior year is a time for students to combine their knowledge and skills in a senior project to show what they have learned. A senior project provides an opportunity for a student to choose a career of interest, conduct in-depth research, and demonstrate problem solving, decision-making and independent learning skills. It contributes to a strong senior year of challenging courses and practical experiences that prepare students for the next step in work and further education.

A senior project involves several steps. First, the student selects a career and gathers information about the career. Second, the student chooses an issue related to their career, writes a research paper, and develops a digital portfolio regarding the research. Third, the student makes a formal presentation to a panel composed of, but not limited to, teachers or community leaders. After the presentation, panel members will ask questions about the research to find out what the student learned during this process and provide feedback to the student. 

A student is not alone during this project. Each student meets with his/her teacher on a regular basis. In addition, the student may work with his/her mentor from the community who has experience in the student’s field of study.

Senior projects are challenging. They require considerable effort on the part of the student in showing what he or she has learned. A good senior project causes students to plan in order to meet deadlines and manage the project successfully. The benefits will be opportunities to gather information, integrate academic and career/technical studies, develop verbal and nonverbal communication skills and feel a sense of accomplishment for a job well done.

*A number of schools and school districts value the senior project enough to make it a requirement for graduation.
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Senior Project Overview

Welcome to your senior year! You have worked very hard to achieve this accomplishment, and the senior project is an important part of your final year of high school. It integrates knowledge, skills and concepts from your career of choice and research issue into a culminating presentation that allows you the opportunity to demonstrate the skills you have acquired.

During this semester, you will prove that you have mastered the skills listed below: The senior project will demonstrate your ability to … 

· Grow through knowledge

· Develop working relationships with a variety of people

· Research (using a variety of sources) and write a paper incorporating MLA documentation about a topic of choice

· Create a PowerPoint presentation based on knowledge gained

· Be an organized self-manager

· Communicate effectively to a group of adults from the community

· Discover connections between learning, life and work

Upon successful completion of the senior project, you will graduate with more self- assurance and with the knowledge that you have the skills and abilities needed to guide you successfully through the future.

Grading the Components (The 3 P’s)
Paper-Will be counted as     English 12 grade

Portfolio-Will be counted as     English 12 grade

Presentation-Will be counted as    English 12 grade

Note: Late work will be counted off eight points per day late. Only the Senior Project Scheduler may give an extension for extraordinary circumstances after the student has spoken to his/her instructor.
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General Overview of Senior Research Process

· Career Selection

· Commitment of Intent/Plagiarism Policy

You will complete a form for your English teacher explaining what you intend to research and why this career issue-related topic interests you.
· Research Paper

You will complete a research paper on your approved career issue-related topic. Advanced placement (AP) students are required to complete a seven (7) to nine (9) page paper (not including the Works Cited page), and English 12 students are required to complete a five (5) to seven (7) page paper (not including the Works Cited page).
· The Digital Portfolio

Throughout the year, you will create a digital portfolio of your research. All students will print out a hard copy of their PowerPoint presentation to turn in to their instructor. This digital portfolio documents all the work, time, and effort you have put into your project through the course of your final semesters. Knowledge of your subject matter will be reflected in your presentation. The portfolio will be submitted as a PowerPoint presentation. 
· The Presentations

The English teacher will grade the components of this project. You will make one formal presentation and will have the opportunity to volunteer to practice your presentation in your English class. A panel of teachers and community members will grade your presentation. The panel’s score sheets will be submitted to the English teachers for a grade.
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General Policies and Information 

Late Policy

Senior Project Assignments

To ensure consistency among the different teachers, the standard late penalty for the three major sections of Senior Project work (paper, product, and portfolio) will be eight points per day that the assignment is late. Each assignment is due at the beginning of the class period unless your teacher has specified otherwise. If you choose to be absent or to sign out, or if you are on a field trip, your assignment is still due on the assigned date. For all other assignments, follow your teacher’s late policy. If a student is legally absent on the day that an assignment is due, the assignment will be accepted (with a note) on the day the student returns to school.
Student Portfolio Presentation

All DuVal High School seniors are required to attend and present at the scheduled time of their portfolio presentation. Mark the date of your presentation on your calendar now. You must attend your scheduled time. Any student failing to appear at the scheduled time will receive a zero for that portion of the grade. Special circumstances may be presented to the instructor at which time a make-up date will be assigned.
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The Commitment of Intent and Plagiarism Form

     After you have selected the topic that you will research, please fill out this form.  This form will identify the research you will explore related to your career, the reason you chose that issue, and your awareness of the consequences of plagiarizing.

Briefly describe the following (All of these responses should be in BCR format.):

1.
Subject of your research (The issue you wish to take a position on relating to your career).
2.
Current level of knowledge on the topic. 
3.
Learning expectation of what you might learn from your research. 

Plagiarism and Misrepresentation

 
The most important part of any educational experience is academic honesty. For the most part, you control what you learn, and your ethics, or lack thereof, can shape your academic decisions. All of your teachers understand that cheating is possible, but you are responsible for being honest during this process. You are responsible for ensuring that you do not plagiarize and that you do not misrepresent yourself in any way. If you are caught, the penalties are severe. Do you really want to risk your graduation? 



What constitutes plagiarism?  

• Directly copying (more than three words) from another source without using quotation marks and/or without giving credit to the author. 
• Incorrectly citing or failing to cite your sources at appropriate times. 
• Not paraphrasing the information completely or correctly. 
• Using another person’s work, in part or as a whole, as your own. 
• Using work that you have completed for another teacher without approval. (You may expand upon previous research, but you must have approval first.) 
• Using research that you do not include in your research folder (see research paper guidelines). Your teacher must be able to verify all the research that you use. If you have material in your paper that the teacher cannot verify with the material in your folder, he or she will assume that you have plagiarized your paper. Turning in your research is common practice for many college classes now. 
• Passing on your work to another student in another class and/or in another school. 

What constitutes misrepresentation? 


• Claiming you had no previous experience or knowledge in a given area when you actually do. 
• Falsifying documents and assignments. 
• Using a family member as a mentor or interview subject. 
• Allowing other people to complete portions of your assignments. 
• Committing any other breach of the project assignments.

Student Name (Print):________________________________ 

Teacher: ________________________________ 


I have read the plagiarism and misrepresentation policy. I understand that if I am caught cheating in any way during this process, I will receive zeros for part or all parts of the process, thus jeopardizing my grade in this class. I understand that my grade may be changed if I am found guilty at a later date. I also understand that Senior English is a requirement for graduation, and if I fail, I may not graduate on time with my classmates. I give my word that I will be honest during the entire process. By signing this form, I am committing myself to researching the above topic with all diligence and integrity. 

Student Signature/ Date
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                                           Career Topic/Issue Selection
                                      You must have a learning s-t-r-e-t-c-h!
*You should choose a career in which you are interested but not an expert. You should also choose a career that you have not researched in the past. If you wish to research something of which you have current knowledge, you must find a new angle. 
*Your career based issue/argument should be specific enough to be unique, but broad enough to be reasonable. It should challenge you both creatively and academically.
*You should incorporate primary research. You will interview a person who has reputable and first-hand knowledge in your field. It cannot be a family member.
*You should choose an issue/argument that is presentation friendly. 

*Your topic must be appropriate for that school environment. You will have to share your work with your class at the end of the semester, so all the phases of your project must be classroom appropriate. 
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Section 2: The Research Paper
The English department at our school uses the MLA Handbook for all formatting and research questions. All students will be judged against this standard.

	Length
	AP students:

7-9 pages (not including the Works Cited Page.)

English 12 students:

5-7 pages (not including the Works Cited Page.)

Note:  you can estimate that a full page of double-spaced, 12-point font writing equals about 300 words.  You need to choose a font listed below that meets this standard.



	Sources
	You must accurately use at least five (5) sources.   You may not use encyclopedias as part of these five sources, and you cannot use more than two (2) internet sources.  (If you exceed five sources, you may use an encyclopedia or additional internet information.) You must use your interview. Do not use Wikipedia; Google + Yahoo are search engines! 

Journals, magazines, newspapers e-books are acceptable

	Parenthetical

Documentation
	You must include in-text citations within your paper.  Any paper without in-text citations will automatically fail.
You must cite for the following reasons:

1. You have used a direct quotation from your source.

2. You have paraphrased the following types of information:
             a.     Statistical information

             b.    A hypothesis or theory

             c.     Literary research

             d.    Any information that involves someone else’s thought or research.

              e.   Information obtained through an interview 

	Quotations
	You must include blended quotations within your paper.

	Format
	Paper must be typed/Double spaced 

Times New Roman/Ariel- 12 font
Paper printed on normal, white paper

1” margins all sides
Headers (last name, page number) on each page but the first page 

Correct heading on first page

Cover page – Required
Outline

Works cited page

	Submission
	Students required to submit papers to TurnItIn.com


Students will be provided time to use the media center to be instructed on the use of Citation Maker and Citation Machine. This can be used at home also.

MLA Manuscript Form
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1. Double-space everything within your paper. 

2. Use a 12-point font size in Times New Roman or Arial font. 

3. Use 1” margins on all sides of the paper. 

4. Do not use a report cover. 

5. On the cover page, do not un5derline, italicize, or emphasize your title in any way. It should be in the same font as the rest of your paper. You should have your name, the teacher’s name, the class name or number, and the date you turned in your paper to your teacher. 

6. You must have a Works Cited page if you used any research or direct quotations within the paper. Alphabetize each bibliography entry by the first item in the citation (do not include a, an, or the). 

7. Use the header with your last name and page number on each page, including the first. In MS Word, you can use the header function. 

Using the Header Function in Microsoft Word    

1.  Click on Insert. 

2. Click on Header/Footer 

3. Align the cursor to the right (Look on the toolbar for the page alignment. Choose the third one, the one that aligns everything to the right). 

4. Type your last name and a space. 

5. Hit the number sign so the paging begins on page one and continue throughout the paper. (The number sign is located on the toolbar that pops up when you open the header function. Do not type in a number or that number will appear on each page).

6. Close the header toolbar. 

7. Your header should be set for each page
General Hints for Papers 


1. Never wait until the last minute for anything!!!!!!!!! 

2. Always save your work in two places in case you lose a flash/jump drive or your computer crashes. 

3. You can use the spell check and grammar check in Microsoft Word to pick up most grammar errors. (Tools, Options, Spelling and Grammar tab, Writing Style, Check format). Be mindful not every grammar suggestion should be accepted. Accepting a change could change the meaning of what you intended.
4. Make sure that you have appropriate paper on hand. 

5. Set your paper on double-space before you start typing, and you will not have to change it for the rest of the paper. 

6. Use the header option for your headers and page numbers. 
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Interview Guide

As part of the research for your paper, you will need to interview someone who is an expert in your topic area. We define an expert as an individual who either has made a career choice in your topic area or is an expert hobbyist. This person will be considered a primary source of research information because he or she has firsthand knowledge of your topic. 

*YOU MAY NOT INTERVIEW A MEMBER OF YOUR IMMEDIATE FAMILY (father, mother, sister, brother, grandparent, aunt, uncle)!! You also cannot interview teenagers unless you have permission. 

General Requirements

    1.  It is your responsibility to schedule and keep your appointments.

    2.  After you have completed the interview, you will choose at least (5) questions that 
         contain information that you may be able to use in your research paper. You will 
         transcribe your expert’s responses to these (5) questions (see formatting  
         instructions on following pages.

    3.  You will send your expert a thank-you letter within two weeks after you have 
         completed the interview. You will need to make a copy of the letter and stamped 
         envelope before mailing for your portfolio.

Steps for Conducting the Interview 

STEP ONE:
    1.  Decide on a person whose profession or avocation is pertinent to your topic.

    2.  Contact the individual to be interviewed. (Initial contact may be done by 
          telephone). Call, introduce yourself, explain why you are calling, and set up 
          an appointment. Don’t just walk into the place of business. Your expert is probably
          a busy person. Be courteous by setting a meeting time that he or she selects as 
          more convenient.
STEP TWO: 
    1.  Construct at least ten (10) questions based on your research topic.
    2.  Arrive on time and dress appropriately for the interview. (Females should wear a 
         dress or dress pants and blouse: males should wear dress pants (khaki pants) and a
      shirt with a tie.)
    3.  Introduce yourself to the person before the interview begins. (Remember to begin 
         with a handshake.
    4.  Follow the lead of the interviewee and be able to ask spontaneous questions.
    5.  Be time conscious. End the interview in a timely manner.
    6.  Conclude the interview with a verbal thank-you and a handshake.


. 


Senior Project Interview Questions 


Listed below are pointers to help make the interview process easier. The student going to 
the interview well prepared is usually the one who gleans the most usable information... 


1. The questions you ask in the interview should relate only to the topic of the research being conducted for the research paper. 


2. Keep questions open-ended. They should not be ones for which there is only a   “yes” or “no” answer. 


3. Construct the questions in terms of “where,” “why,” “how,” or “to what extent.” 


Use the outline for the research paper as a guide in creating the questions you use in the interview.
   
• Construct a general question about the thesis of the paper. 
• Make a question from each of the Roman numerals in the outline. 
• Make a question from each of the major headings under each Roman 
numeral. 

5. The number of questions you create will depend on the amount of time allotted for the 
actual interview. A good rule of thumb would be to have on hand ten (10) well-constructed questions. 

6. Type the questions with space between them to write the answers as the interviewee gives them. 

7.  Be prepared during the interview to “piggy back” additional questions to the ones you have already written prior to the interview. 


8.  Be sure to include a typed copy of the interview questions in the portfolio. 
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Sample “Thank-You” Letter 


Envelope Sample: 


Susie Jones 






       (Place stamp here!)
327 W. Lake Drive 
Wilmington, NC 28405 


Mr. John Smith 
2110 Market Street 
Wilmington, NC 28405 

Letter Sample (will be typewritten) 
Susie Jones
327 W. Lake Drive 
Wilmington, NC 28405 

Mr. John Smith
53 Dyson Road
Brandywine, MD 20613

Dear Mr. Smith: 

Thank you so much for taking time from your busy schedule to talk to me about the forestry industry in North Carolina. The statistics you gave me should be most beneficial. I am certain I will be able to incorporate the information in both my research paper and presentation I complete for my Senior Project. 


Sincerely, 

Susie Jones 
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Research Paper “yes” Test for Student

1st draft 

Student Name ___________________________________ Teacher__________________ 

Turn in this form to your teacher when he or she reads over a draft of your paper.  Your paper must contain the following basic components before your teacher will evaluate it. A “NO” on any single item will result in the paper being immediately returned to the writer for corrections. This checklist is to help you make sure all your elements are in the paper. All “Yes” answers on this checklist will not necessarily guarantee a good or even a passing paper. 

	General Format 
	Paper typed in Times New Roman or Arial
Normal 12-point font size
Double-spaced

Appropriate length (Eng. 12 Honors/AP: 7 – 9 pages)

English 12: 5- 7 pages)

Outline
	Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes
	No

No

No

No

	Content of paper 
	Paper includes in-text citations 

Paper includes direct quotations 

Includes necessary information and explanations to support points 

Sources are appropriate for topic

Logically developed idea within the paper 

Uses a variety of sources within the paper
	Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes
Yes
Yes
	No

No

No

No
No
No

	Grammar
	The sentences make sense and are easy to understand 

The paper is free of spelling and typographical errors 

The student took time in correcting or avoiding grammatical mistakes 
	Yes

Yes

Yes
	No

No

No

	Works cited 
	Used at least five(5) sources 

Student does not use encyclopedias as part of these five sources 

Five sources and does not use more than (2) internet sources. (If he or she exceeds five sources, the student may use an encyclopedia or additional internet information). The interview must be listed if used. 
	Yes

Yes

Yes


	No

No

No




Comments and Suggestions for revision 

	

	

	

	


Teacher signature__________________________________ Date____________ 

       Senior Project Research Paper Evaluation Sheet

Name ____________________________ Teacher______________ Block ____________ Basic Required Components (Must be present for paper to be graded) 

Title page 





______Yes

______No

Introduction/Conclusion 



______Yes

______No

Thesis/outline 





______Yes

______No

Minimum 10 Citation 




______Yes

______No

Minimum 5 sources, no encyclopedia 

______Yes

______No

Minimum pages 




______Yes

______No

Eng. 12, 5 – 7 pgs -Eng. 12 Honors/AP, 7 – 9 pgs.
______Yes

______No 

Correct format, typed, double-spaced


______Yes

______No  

	Use of sources 

All researched information is documented 

Works cited properly within text  

Evidence that information presented is research based rather than personal statements or comment. 

Mixture of writer’s own words, quotes, and paraphrases

Sources and citing match 

Works cited is properly formatted. (alphabetical, reverse indent, proper punctuation) 
	5

Excellent 

4

Good 

3

Average

2

Fair 

1

Poor 




Points ____________

	Contents/Organization 

Outlined/Introduction/thesis 

Transition

Body organization 

Quality of content (degree of topic difficulty, depth)

Conclusion

Writing sophistication(varied sentences, mature vocabulary, creativity, smooth) 
	5

Excellent 

4

Good 

3

Average

2

Fair 

1

Poor 




Points _____________  

	Mechanics

Title page/Pagination

Capitalization

Spelling

Punctuation

Usage/grammar

Agreement/pronoun reference/subject- verb

Sentence structure 

Formal third person  
	5

Excellent 

4

Good 

3

Average

2

Fair 

1

Poor 




Points_________________ 

Section 1: 

Section 2:+ 

Section 3:+


Final Points: _________________ 
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Section 3: Portfolio Guidelines

Your Senior Project Portfolio is a PowerPoint presentation that you compile to document your work for the year.

A.
Grading of Items

For each item, you will be graded on the following:

*Following specific directions for developing slides
*Neatness and attention to detail
*Use of proper grammar and accurate spelling
*Use of graphics and color (when applicable)
*Skill level (Does your portfolio demonstrate a high level of work, or does it look  
  juvenile or thrown together?)
*Creativity
* Use of appropriate technology in putting together your portfolio.  Did you use a variety of sources and use them well?
B.   Required Items in Digital Portfolio
1.
Title Slide-name, career and inspirational quote (cited)
2.
ONE slide regarding college, trade school or military branch and field of study.
3.
ONE slide to state issue/argument related to career choice.

4.
Use as many slides as you need for your issue/argument.

5.
Use as many slides as you need for your counterarguments.

6.
Career Issue Research Paper/conclusions
7. 
ONE slide for Academic resume.
8.
3-5 Artifacts (related to your career interest, community- based, or 

            academic). Artifacts may only reflect high school experiences 
            related to your career. Be prepared to discuss three if asked.
       9.  4-5 pictures in Picture Gallery (career-related or from interview
            example: brochures, a picture of you with mentor)
     10.
Reflection on your experience.
     11.
Works cited slide (MLA).
Description of Portfolio Items 


1. Title slide: Your title slide is the first slide of the portfolio and an attention grabber. Include the title of your presentation/career, your name and inspirational quote (cited). 

2. Introductory slide: Welcome the viewer into the portfolio. Tell the panel what college or trade school or branch of the military you hope to attend and field of study. 
3. This slide will state your argument/issue related to your career choice.
4. These slides will address your argument/issue and counterarguments supported with a variety of information using facts, charts, images and statistics as needed. Use key words and do not read off your slides. Know your subject matter. Note cards are acceptable.
5. Career Issue Research conclusions (wrap up presentation)
6. Academic Resume: This should represent your scholastic experiences throughout high school.  Be mindful that this presents a picture of you on paper. Must fit on one slide and be readable to the panel.
7. Three to Five Artifacts:  May only be from HIGH SCHOOL experiences. You must relate the artifact to your career interest. It can be academic or community-based.  Some examples are:  extra-curricular activities, volunteer work, enrichment programs, awards or achievements, literature from actual career sites, or tests/quizzes related to subject area. Be prepared to discuss three if asked.
8. Picture gallery: Pictures must be taken by YOU.  They should be career-related or from an interview with a professional. YOU should be in some of the pictures with the professional. It gives credence to your work. Give headings/captions and explanations of the pictures. 
9. One slide reflecting on your experience with this presentation. What were the positives…the negatives…what would you do differently?
10. Works cited slide. Follow the examples on the PowerPoint template. Use MLA format. Many points can be lost when done incorrectly.
Your Portfolio should:

*be submitted in PowerPoint

*hyperlink or include other technology sources (at least 2) in your presentation 
 (i.e. digital camera, digital video camera, scanner, a movie, another PowerPoint, a 
  website, etc)

* be visually appealing

*include all of the requirements

*be grammatically accurate, no spelling errors and correct in form
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Section 4: Senior Project Presentations Guidelines and Tips

Consider the following areas of your presentation: 

· Visual 

· Verbal-volume, tone, grammar, speech pattern/pace

· Non-verbal-appearance, eye contact, poise/delivery

· Content/Speaking Points
 

· Delivery/Appearance 

The Visual Component…

*Should be something that helps the audience understand the content of your presentation as well as a device for keeping your speech organized and on track. 

*Should not be distracting or take attention away from you. 

*May not last longer than one minute and does not add to or detract from your allotted speaking time. 

*May fail if you are counting on technology, have a backup plan! 

The Content of Your Speech…

Should generally be organized this way: 

· Tell the audience what you’re going to tell them. 

· Tell Them. 

· Tell them what you told them. 

Should include an attempt to; anticipate questions that might be asked about your Senior Project and to answer those questions before they are asked. 

During your presentation, BE SURE TO ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS.

· Why did you pick this issue/topic to research? 

· What did you hope to gain from studying this issue/topic? (What DID you gain?)

· What were the benefits of the completing this project?  

· What were the challenges of the senior project? 


Delivery and Appearance… 
*Note cards may be used but should NOT be read. 
*Don’t fidget, but feel free to move around bit. 

*Make eye contact with all judges. 

*Face the audience at all times. 

*Be clean and well-groomed. Wear “business attire.” Casual or recreational clothes (denim, tank tops, miniskirts, t-shirts, athletic wear, etc.) are not permitted. For dress standards, pretend you are interviewing for a job in a bank. Boys should wear a tie, dress pants, and dress shoes. Girls should wear appropriate dress shoes and hose, and a skirt no shorter than knee length. If you are borrowing clothes to wear, try them on in advance so that you are sure of a good fit. No hats, headgear, distracting jewelry, toothpicks, gum, nose rings, etc. If in doubt about appropriate clothing, ask your English teacher! 
*Remove distracting jewelry unless it is part of your presentation. 

*Be careful of mannerisms distracting to judges. 
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Speech Outline 

The following is an outline you should consider as you prepare your oral presentation. These are the questions you should answer, although you are welcome to add to this outline. 

1. 
Introduction 

A. Attention-getter/inspirational quote (cited)
B. What is your’ name (first and last)? 

C. What was your career? What college/trade school or military branch will you attend?
D. Why did you choose this topic? 

II. 
Body of Speech (Please see page 27 for more specific
                          information)
A. Give an overview of your paper. (DO NOT READ YOUR PAPER)  

 B. What research was involved in completing the presentation? 

 C. What was the process involved? How did you do it? 

D. What problems did you encounter? 

III. 
Conclusion 

A. What successes and failures did you encounter when researching your paper and creating your presentation? 

B. What did you learn from completing your Senior Project? 

C. What did you learn from completing your Senior Project? (Anything about yourself?) 

Remember, this speech must be 7-10 minutes, including any visual component that you use. A timekeeper will have a stopwatch to time you, so practice, practice, practice, and practice your speech and time it so you will not be under the time limit. At the six-minute mark, the timekeeper will signal you to let you know that you have one minute left. This is actual speech time and does not count time you may spend answering questions from the panel. 
Abstract for Presentation

Career:

Title:

Guiding Ideas with sentence starters:

1.  What you did . . . (Thesis or problem) 

I investigated . . . 

2.  Why you did this particular problem . . . . (Your interest in the issue)  

This particular issue was of concern to me because . . .

3.  How you did it . . . (What or who were your sources of information?)

In order for me to investigate this issue/ topic further, I consulted: (texts, online sources, and interviews/ mentorships)

4.  What you found . . . (What information did you find?)

From my research of these sources, I found the following:

5.  What does this mean for me as it pertains to me to exploring this career?

Upon further investigations of this topic, I concluded that this career is/ is not a viable option that I would/ would not like to explore . . .
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Last Minute Details 

Practice 

1. Write key word prompts on note cards so that you can stay on track during your presentation

2. Practice your actual delivery. 

3. Have friends or family videotape your presentation so that you can check for distracting mannerisms or verbal filler (umm, you know, etc.) 

Presenting 

1. Remember two cardinal rules: Know your facts and be natural. 

2. The audience is on your side; they want you to do well. 

3. Look comfortable and confident, even if you aren’t. Fake it ‘til you make it. 

4. Greet each judge with a smile, a look in the eye, a firm handshake, and an introduction. 

5. Decide on the exact words you will use to begin your presentation. 

Examples: 

· Good morning. I would like to tell you about my Senior Project-how I chose my research topic, what lead me to my product, the work I did with my mentor, the challenges I had, and what I got out of the process. 

· I appreciate your being here today to listen to my Senior Project presentation. I am proud of the work I have done, and I am excited about telling you what it has meant to me. 

· Senior project has been very difficult for me this year, but it has taught me a great deal about myself. 

6. Know how you want to end your presentation; know your closing statement. 

Examples: 

· The Senior Project was a big negative for me when I first got started, but it has turned out to be one of the best experiences I have had in high school. 

· The Senior Project has taught me about time-management, planning, perseverance, and problem-solving. Although it has caused me a lot of stress, I am glad that I did it. 

· If I had to do it over again, I would approach the Senior Project entirely differently. I have learned so much from my bad choice and mistakes. 

7. Check your presentation room for equipment function and compatibility. Check with the Senior Project Coordinators to arrange for a time when you can load files onto the computer in advance to be sure files will load and operate correctly.  

Manners 

1. Be quiet and behave maturely as you wait in the media center and in the hallway between presentations. 

2. Thank the judges before you leave the room. 
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                   Panel Rubric for the Presentation Delivery   Student__________________________________ Career__________________________

(Please check marks in appropriate columns. Add totals to the bottom brackets)

	Delivery of Presentation Criteria
	Unsatisfactory
	Adequate
	Average
	Excellent
	Total

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	

	Volume: The speaker projects clearly around the room, enunciates, and pronounces technical words without hesitation 
	
	
	
	
	

	Rate: The speaker delivers the speech without speaking too rapidly and without needless gaps, pausing when appropriate 
	
	
	
	
	

	Time: the student meets time requirements. 
	
	
	
	
	

	Poise and posture: The speaker stands up straight and does not lean on the podium or shift weight from foot to foot. The speaker avoids nervous gestures and appears confident. 
	
	
	
	
	

	Eye Contact: If the speaker uses note cards/prompts, reading  is avoided and eye contact maintained
	
	
	
	
	

	Language: The speaker uses standard grammar and defines technical terms 
	
	
	
	
	

	Appearance: The speaker has dressed appropriately for presentation 
	
	
	
	
	

	Question and answer period: the speaker listens to questions and answers them intelligently.
	
	
	
	
	

	
Total = 32 points possible
	
	
	
	
	
         
         /32



	CRITERIA
	Unsatisfactory
	Adequate
	Average
	Excellent
	Points

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	

	Issue/ Argument
	-weak argument of issue, & subtopics

-issues
	-adequate issue that states issue, and subtopics
-issue is somewhat clear and arguable 
	-proficient issue that states argument, and all subtopics in proper order -issue  is clear and arguable statement of position
	exceptionally clear, mature, and thorough development of subtopics that support issue/argument with excellent transition between paragraphs 
	

	Knowledge of Issue
	limited information on issue with lack of research, details or historically accurate evidence 
	-some aspects of issue are researched with some accurate evidence from limited sources 
	-issue  is well researched in detail with accurate with critical evidence from a variety of sources 
	-exceptional introduction of issue that conveys a clear and distinctive perspective and states subtopics in  proper order -issue  is arguable, well developed, and a definitive statement 
	

	Counter-argument/ Opposing viewpoint/ Perspectives

	-limited counterarguments in information, evidence, subtopics, counter-arguments & issue/topic showing little analysis 
	-some counterarguments in information, evidence, subtopics, counter-arguments & issue/topic showing some analysis 
	-consistent counterarguments in information, evidence, subtopics, counter-arguments & issue/topic showing good analysis 


	-exceptionally critical, relevant and consistent counterarguments in information, evidence, subtopics, counter-arguments & issue/argument showing excellent good analysis
	

	Use of Digital Media
	-presentation lacks clear and logical use of a variety of digital media 
	-presentation displays somewhat adequate use of a variety of digital media
	-presentation consistently displays use of a variety of digital media-transitions are mostly  clear, logical, current and support issue
	exceptional use of a variety of digital media-transitions are clear, current, logical and support issue
	

	Conclusion
	-lack of summary of issue/argument & subtopics with weak concluding ideas 
	-adequate summary of issue/argument & some subtopics with some final concluding ideas 
	-good summary of issue/argument & all subtopics with some clear concluding ideas 
	-excellent summary of issue/argument stating all subtopics in proper order with concluding ideas that leave an impact on reader 
	

	Mechanics 


	Many grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors. 
	A few grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors 
	Almost no grammatical spelling or punctuation errors. 
	No grammatical, spelling, or punctuation errors. 
	

	Works Cited 


	-lack of proper format and limited details with many sources missing or incomplete 
	-some errors in MLA format with most sources shown and a variety of sources 
	-mostly proper MLA format used in alphabetical order with all sources shown and a variety of sources 
	-proper, detailed MLA format always used in alphabetical order with all sources shown and a wide variety of sources 
	

	                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                                Total =                  /28


Senior______________________________            

English Teacher_________________________________



                                               Senior Project Time Line 
                           (This timeline accommodates dates for A Day and B Day Classes)

 _______   Distribute Packet

_______   September (week of the 9th) Thesis Development

_______   September 23rd & 24th Preliminary/Outline due

_______   October 29th & 30th Preliminary Works Cited due

_______   December 2nd Rough Draft due (submit to Turnitin by 11:59pm)

_______   December 20th  students Final Copy due (submit to Turnitin by 11:59pm)
              
_______   January 21st  Hard Copy of Slide Show due

_______   January 27th through February 6th  Practice with Ms. Berry & Ms. O’Sullivan 
                 (after school by appointment only)

_______ February 18th Presentations start. Students will be assigned a presentation date. You must have an excused absence to reschedule. You may reschedule only once. If you miss your second scheduled time you must see the scheduling administrator.

Please Note: Although the student does not have to receive a passing score on every component of the project, every component must be attempted to the teacher and panel member’s satisfaction for the student to receive a passing grade in English 12. Late policy as previously stated applies to presentations as well. The Senior Project scheduler will be responsible for assigning make-up dates. 
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                             Special Recognition and A Note of Thanks

A special thanks goes to the Senior Project Committee at Gwynn Park High School for their hard work and dedication in developing these project guidelines.

 It is our hope that our students here at DuVal High School will benefit greatly and our projects will be a success.

Panel Member Name________________________________________________











College/Trade School_______________________________________________





Comments:
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